3. Life Along the River: We Care for It, and for Good Reason!'

You may think of the Colorado River as just another place Long before people arrived on this continent, the river We use the river’s water in our homes and on our crops.
to have fun, but without it, people would not live here. carved this valley and covered its floor with fertile soil. We use its gravel and sand for road beds, landscaping, and cement.

SW l«— Fruita townsite —| g I «shale badlands ™ & -« Rocky Mountains +~ NE
This diagram shows how river r'z§ <y ¥ O
water flows to irrigate our valley. 9 . & 2 S
It also shows how we corral the S & g 3 S m *
river when it is high. To catch N N A C >
and guide the water we have o & & 7 ch &
dams upstream, levees along the (&S 0)«5’ \(.5'7 I Qs’ /
sides of the river channel, and S & & 082’ 3
ol ShEThaS, 1ETe SySiten orls \O@ g & g 5 Canals fed from the rives..ze= . Dams catch spring melt and storm water.
pretty well; damage from floods S £ 2 Q& S o """""'""'111111‘%{';3&‘}"‘5\'6'53':-'0r gragiet There are 20 reservoirs on the Colorado
et | | h T A g River and its tributaries upstream from Fruita.

Y e A ‘
The valley is here Old river floodplains are underlain by R g Snooks
because the rocks under it are gravel good soil so they make great cropland. e A H,
soft, so they were easy for the -
river to wear away. The valley is
wide because the soft rocks /__ C% The Grand Valley’s Flood Plains and Canals ¢
underlie a wide area. e . ’770) o .
o X The flood plain is the flat area next to the river’s channel where extra
’c;,) / water spreads out during a flood. The flood plain is only a narrow
YL ‘96//. strip through the valley. The higher areas are old flood plains, now
Mc?/o c?//@j, o@(\ out of the river’s reach. > /\,’\,,v\/ﬁ?waf-‘

R < B (/’7@ a,) Q’Z;/ \\ Though only the main irrigation canals are shown on r 5 @?@I“ 2 De‘Q'S.l%aMélon

W R e TN A T \ this map, our valley has four sets of water systems! =g 79 paiiheg

e, Tl ﬂ@v iy ._ 1. Irrigation canals and ditches with untreated water. [ @"‘ r /

L T ' Snooks Bot 2. Pipes for treated drinking water. - o 4
The river’s channel is ﬂqored When the river §preads onto 3. Storm drains and pipes for flood control. ; @7,/ - p
with alluvium, loose sediment its ﬂoqd plain, 1t- slows and - 4. Sewers that carry effluent to treatment plants. | . ?\//gZ//be | - =
moved by the river. Where the deposits sand, silt, and clay | ! P 7 g _

. . : & b 3 D1.BLM trail
river flows fastest, the floor is that make good soil. P LN 2, | =~" and number
made of cobbles, coarse gravel g ' &) Mike’s
bars, and sand. Trail Sign

Even a 500-year flood would Pl Parking
not cover much of the valley "] RESETO
- Junction’
. . % | R I'ver

=

3 3 . '.'
Ero=gai v § - BT

KEY

Gravel mines are scattered —— Irrigation canal

You can do your part to take

Or_chard Mes

care of the Tiver: These : along. the I.‘Wer S channel. The 500-year flood plain, likely to-flood every 500 years /7/7
markers, near storm drains, emptied pits form lakes that : -
remind us to dump only ' have been ]andscaped into 100-year flood plain, likely to flood every 100 years /\ Q) Irrlgatlon canals carry
clean water in storm drains In 2011, the river rose onto its parks: Island Acres, Corn Lake, Colorado River active channel ¢ water fror_n the _CoIorado
and gutters. They drain flood plain in a few places, Connected Lakes, Fruita State | | | | | - e and Gunnison rivers.
straight to the river! leavmg piles of branches and a Park, and Snooks Bottom. Reservoirs and Gunnison River active channel

new layer of silt and sand.

© 2013 Felicie Williams



